
Installation of Apache Web Server and PHP under Windows XP 
(E. Klein / March 19, 2008) 

 
1. Download Apache Web server (latest version is 2.2.8), e.g. from: 
http://apache.nedmirror.nl/httpd/binaries/win32/apache_2.2.8-win32-x86-openssl-0.9.8g.msi  
The package size is about 5MB. 
 
2. Install Apache Web server 
Double click on the downloaded file; accept the default suggestions of the installation wizard. After 
successful installation, Apache has been installed as a windows service. You will discover a new entry 
in the "Start/All Programs…" list, and a new icon in the task bar through which you can (re-)start and 
stop the server. 
 
You can verify the correct installation by typing http://localhost/index.html in a web Browser. The 
returned web site displays "It works!" 
 
In case you have ICQ etc. installed on your computer, port 80 may be occupied, and the Apache 
Installation wizard will give a similar error message. This means that you have to add the port number 
in your URLs http://localhost:8080/index.html because Apache is in these cases running on port 8080. 
 
As a first exercise you could change the text in the "index.html" file in the "htdocs" subdirectory of your 
Apache installation directory, and you should see the changes after refreshing the Web browser 
window. On my computer it is the following file:  
"C:\Programme\Apache Software Foundation\Apache2.2\htdocs\index.html".  
 
All your websites must be available in the "htdocs" subdirectory! 
 
3. Download PHP package (latest version is 5.2.5), e.g. from: 
http://nl3.php.net/get/php-5.2.5-win32-installer.msi/from/de.php.net/mirror 
The package size is about 20MB. 
 
4. Install the PHP package 
4.1 Double click on the downloaded file, and follow the suggestions of the installation wizard. After 
some steps, the wizard will ask you for the web server on your computer which will use the installed 
php module: please select "Apache 2.2.x Module". 
 
4.2 Afterwards you will be asked for "Select the Apache Configuration Directory". Click the "Browse…" 
button, and navigate to the "Apache Configuration Directory" 
"C:\Programme\Apache Software Foundation\Apache2.2\conf" (or the respective directory on your 
computer). You can verify step 4.2 as follows: Navigate to the "Apache Configuration Directory" (within 
the Windows Explorer), open the file "conf.httpd", and check if the following lines occur in that file 
(usually they are at the end of that file): 

#BEGI N PHP I NSTALLER EDI TS -  REMOVE ONLY ON UNI NSTALL 
PHPI ni Di r  " C: / Pr ogr amme/ PHP/ "  
LoadModul e php5_modul e " C: / Pr ogr amme/ PHP/ php5apache2_2. dl l "  
#END PHP I NSTALLER EDI TS -  REMOVE ONLY ON UNI NSTALL  

If they are missing, please insert them manually, after the end of the file is a perfect place. 
 
4.3 In the Apache Configuration Directory, open (again) the file "conf.httpd" and insert a new line with 
the following contents: 
" AddType appl i cat i on/ x- ht t pd- php . php" . 
In my installation, the "AddType…" configurations are at about line 380, so this is a perfect place to 
add that new line: 



  
The line added tells the apache web server what to do with a php request. 
 
4.4 Testing your installation 
Within the Create a file with the following contents, the file name is written in the blue header line of 
the following screen dump: 
 

 
 
Type the following URL in a web browser: http://localhost/what-time-is-it.php (or 
http://localhost:8080/... , see above). The result should look as follows: 
 

 
 
Note 1: All your .php files should reside in the "htdocs" subdirectory of your Apache installation 
directory. 
 
Note 2: It is a big difference between a doubleclick on a html page (which will be displayed in a web 
browser), and submitting an URL starting with http://... via a web browser (which will also be displayed 
in a web browser), although you will probably see the same result in both scenarios. 
 
Note 3: If you try both scenarios of note 2 with php pages, the result will be different. A doubleclick will 
not show the desired result (WHY?), while via URL everything should work as desired. 


